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As you can read in this report, our supporters enabled
KidsVoice to help thousands of abused and neglected
children and at-risk young adults in Allegheny County in
2024.

Our clients often face a difficult road. Some children
are placed into care as infants, some siblings are
separated in different foster placements, and many
children are far behind in school and medical care
when they come into care. Plus, when youth age out of
foster care, they face a whole new set of challenges.

KidsVoice takes innovative approaches to help ensure that this often-bumpy road
heads toward a brighter future.

| hope you will read on to learn more about how we helped our clients in 2024
(pages 3-4), follow the many challenges that KidsVoice clients face (pages 5-6),
read the story of a resilient KidsVoice client who faced severe health and
education challenges (page 7), and retrace with us a year filled with special
events and special honors (page 10).

Our skilled staff bring a dedicated, well-trained, and effective approach to
helping current and former foster youth navigate a wide—and growing—scope of
challenges to building safe and stable lives. | am proud of the work that our
agency and staff do and what that accomplishes for children and young adults
who really need someone in their corner.

We couldn't do this alone. | am grateful for the support we receive from generous
individual donors, the foundation community, and our corporate and pro bono
partners. | hope that you will spend a few minutes with this report to see how your
support helps to improve the outcomes for our community’s most vulnerable youth.

—Acott Follanden



How We Helped

KidsVoice provides legal representat

Page 5

ion and specialized

advocacy in a wide range of areas that benefit our clients,
from school to health to housing to parenting.

Education Disabilities Two - Gen
Clients whose education Of KidsVoice clients received ~ Of clients who are

rights were protected by specialized advocacy for parents enrolled in our
KidsVoice attorneys, in intellectual disabilities, two-generation advocacy
200+ schools autism, and/or special program did not have a

learning needs

child removed

MD]J Hearings

KidsVoice success rate in 500+
summary offense MDJ hearings,
avoiding fines, fees, and records
that can become roadblocks to
employment and stable housing.

Housing

New housing units
dedicated for former
foster youth in
partnership with ACHA
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In 2024, KidsVoice provided legal representation and
advocacy to more than 2,500 current and former

foster youth.
2257 Q

8,774

Foster Youth Hearings
Represented by KidsVoice In which KidsVoice represented
in dependency cases. the best interests of our clients.

-
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KidsVoice staff drove 64,237 miles to Vist

Legal Matters

Current and Former
Handled by Expansion Team in areas

Foster Youth related to health, housing, public
Helped by KidsVoice Expansion benefits, employment, and social
Team to remove roadblocks to justice.

independent living.



What We Do

KidsVoice provides legal representation
to children with open dependency cases
in Allegheny County. We help these
children navigate challenges in many
areas of their lives.

Safety

Our clients’ safety is our number
one priority. In court, we
advocate for them to live in a
safe and secure environment,

preferably with family /kin.

Immediate Needs

In addition to basic needs,
we advocate for our clients
to maintain family ties when
possible to preserve a sense
of normalcy.

Education

Clients often come into care
behind in school. We work to keep
them from falling further behind by
advocating for special education

resources, behavioral supports, and
transportation.

Health

We help caregivers address
complex medical, dental, and
mental health needs by ensuring
access to prior records,
specialists, and transportation
assistance.

Permanency

Our goal is to achieve a safe
and permanent home for our
clients, preferably through
reunification, but when that is
not possible, through adoption
or permanent legal custody.



What We Do Page 6

KidsVoice works with our clients even after they age out of
foster care, often with few assets and no safety net. We
help clients remove roadblocks to independent living and
support clients who become parents.

Expansion Program

Our Expansion team helps clients
through age 24 transition to stable
adult lives by providing legal
representation, expunging delinquency
records, addressing credit and driver’s
license issues, and assisting with
disability benefits. These services
addressing potential roadblocks in
many crucial areas.
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Housing

We work with county
partners to identify and
create new dedicated

housing resources.

“‘,.g - e @ o
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Health

Medical partnerships

help ensure that clients

are able to access the
care they need.

Two-Generation Advocacy

Our two-gen team supports
parenting or pregnant clients
(through age 29), empowering
them to build stable lives for their
own children. We connect clients
with resources for housing, job
training, subsidized or free
childcare, and resources to
address their children’s health and
developmental needs.

Employment

Avoiding records and
fines helps clients pass
background checks for
jobs and job training.



Jace has taken a positive, resilient
approach along a difficult path, despite
his complex medical needs.

Jace’s mother, who struggled with drug and alcohol abuse, was not able to give
him the care and safety he needed as a child. Jace was hit by a car when he
was 5. He suffered a traumatic brain injury that resulted in intellectual and
developmental disabilities as well as poor short-term memory. He also had
irreparable hip and spinal damage. Since the accident, Jace has used a
wheelchair.

After the accident, the family agreed it would be best for Jace to move in with
his grandmother, who became his primary caregiver. She did the best she could
to take care of Jace, but she increasingly struggled with her own health needs.
Sadly, Jace’s grandmother died when he was eight. At that point, Jace entered
the child welfare system and spent time in various kinship placements, but his
relatives were not able to care for his complex needs. The frequent changes
were hard on Jace, and he often missed school.

When KidsVoice got involved, Jace had been placed in a foster home. The foster
family was willing to help Jace with his medical care and ensure that he was
getting the treatment he needed at school. Jace's clothes and shoes were lost
when he was moved from place to place with different family members. He was
proud of his sneaker collection and missed them most when he arrived at his new
foster home. KidsVoice successfully advocated for Jace to receive a clothing
voucher to help replace what was lost. Unfortunately, the foster family became
overwhelmed and decided not to continue their care of Jace.



KidsVoice helped identify Sara, a distant relative of Jace’s who was happy to
open her home to him. Sara and Jace quickly bonded. Sara had been in a
biking accident and had spent time in a wheelchair as well. Because of this,
her home was already well prepared to be accessible for Jace: there was a
ramp, a roll-in shower, and lower countertops. Jace’s new home was closer to
his school, but the district’s walking-only policy and the house’s location at the
top of a very steep hill created a dual challenge for his attendance and
transportation logistics. KidsVoice reminded the district that they were legally
obligated to provide transportation, and that we would litigate the issue if
necessary. For a month, KidsVoice worked with the transportation office to find
a successful solution to get Jace to school each day.

Over the past three years, Jace has continued to attend school regularly and
make progress in learning important life skills that he will need to live
independently. Jace is nearing the end of his time in high school, but KidsVoice
has already been working for many months with Jace, Sara, and his county
support teams to plan for Jace’s longer-term future and his ability to live
independently.

KidsVoice has had great success in advocating for our clients with
intellectual disabilities to receive highly competitive state-funded waivers
that provide lifelong benefits in areas like housing and care. In order for
Jace to receive a waiver, he needed a formal diagnosis for his intellectual
disability. We helped the family arrange for a prompt evaluation by a
neurophysiologist who was able to make that diagnosis.

KidsVoice then worked with the family to get Jace enrolled with the county’s
Office of Developmental Supports, which opens up several potential avenues
for obtaining the financial, logistical, and health supports that Jace will need
to live independently after leaving foster care. When the time comes, we will
also help Jace apply for Social Security disability benefits, another important
form of financial support and stability to fund Jace’s long-term care.



Jace’s Story Page 9

At one point, there was a Cha”enge in court as to whether Jace would be
better off moving into an assisted |iving group home for foster youth with
severe disabilities. Sara disagreed, as did KidsVoice, and we ctrguecl that
being with a fctmi|y was in Jace's best interest. He simp|y wouldn't get the
same care in a group home as in a home setting. The court decided that
Jace would remain with his foster mother, and Jace was overjoyecl. Sara
and Jace are both cloing well, and he is excited about attending his first
school prom this year.

Pro Bono Partners

In 2024, KidsVoice received generous pro
bono expertise from attorneys at FedEx
Ground, K&L Gates, McNees Wallace &
Nurick, Morgan Lewis, PNC Bank Legal
Department, Porter Wright, Reed Smith, and
Strassburger McKenna Gutnick & Gefsky.

Thank you to all of our 2024 Pro Bono
Partners who aided KidsVoice in supporting
current and former foster youth like Jace as

K&L Gates, ACBF Pro Bono they face life’s challenges!
Organization of The Year

Congratulations to K&L Gates who received
the 2024 Allegheny County Bar Foundation
Pro Bono Organization of the Year award
based on the strength and breadth of their pro
bono work on behalf of KidsVoice.
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Kites for Kids

Our signature awareness event invites
our clients—children and youth in
Allegheny County who are in the
foster care system—to have a fun day
of learning and exploring the
Carnegie Science Center for free.

May 2024

Taste of Sewickley

Featuring Asian-inspired cuisine, the all-volunteer
Taste of Sewickley, a dinner party prepared by
local amateur chefs, raised glasses in honor of
KidsVoice! The fundraising event has also raised
over $875,000 in its nine years. Special thanks to
our 2024 hosts, Christian and John Stampfel!

Resource Fair

Our resource fair gives current and
former foster youth the chance to
explore different career options. This
year's “Not Your Average Career Fair”
showcased many career options, from
beauty to banks to photography.
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Give Big Pittsburgh
Each year on Giving Tuesday,
Pittsburgh holds its very own Give
Big Pittsburgh online fundraiser. We
raised more than $83,000 in 2024!

Holiday Gift Giving
Each year, KidsVoice partners with other
organizations to provide holiday gifts for our
clients and their families. Kids get to see
their holiday wishes come true and also to
give gifts to other members of their family.
This holiday season, our partners helped THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS!
provide more than 750 gifts to children and  American Eagle Outfitters,
families in need!

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney,
Clearview Federal Credit Union,
and Discovery Church

Steelers Social Justice Fund

Steelers players, coaches, and front office staff
help support nonprofits like KidsVoice that make a
positive social justice impact in our community.

Jan. 2025




A. J. and Sigismunda Palumbo Charitable Trust

Ann and Frank Cahouet Foundation
Dollar Bank Foundation
Edith L. Trees Charitable Trust
FISA Foundation
George H., Lillian S. & Mary S. Campbell Foundation
The Grable Foundation
Henry L. Hillman Foundation
Irene C. Shea Charitable Foundation
Leigh Tison Charitable Trust
The Margaret Ritchie R. Battle Family Charitable Fund
Pennsylvania IOLTA
The Pittsburgh Foundation
PNC Charitable Trusts
Richard King Mellon Foundation
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation
Roy A. Hunt Foundation
Shear Family Foundation Thank You!

Thank You!



Gifts received between February 1, 2024 and January 31, 2025

Q Gifts of $25,000+

Chuck and Barbara Moser
Larry and Harriet Stone

Q Gifts of $10,000-$24,999

Charles Burke and Carole King
Cisco Systems

Enterprise Vision Technologies
Richard and Keelie Garbee
Highmark

Edward and Gail Kabala
Greg and Susan Kaminski
Rodney Lipman

Pittsburgh Steelers Sports, Inc.
Presidio

Thomas and Brenda Shields
UPMC

World Wide Technology

Thank you Guardian Society

Individuals who provide a cumulative
gift of $S1,000 or more in a single giving
year become members of the KidsVoice

Guardian Society for that year.

9 Gifts of $5,000-59,999

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney
Jason and Heather D'Amico
Debra and Frank Dermody
Ellen Dillavou
Mark Evans
William Guttman

and Kristina Rigopulos
HM Life Insurance Company
Buddy and Susanne Hobart
Thomas and Janet Huddleston
Joanne La Rose
Lacey and Brendan Lupetin
Mary MacPhail
The MacPhail Family
Craig and Diane Markovitz
Paul and Celine O'Neill
Daniel and Susan Rosat;i
Mark and Lisa Schrott
Carol and Gary Schurman
Doug and Mary Beth Stuver
Stacy Sweeney
Michael and Marcie Zanic



@ cifts of $2,000-$4,999

Rich and Debby Adamo
Raymond and Joneen Betler
Karin Broker
Joseph and Jayme Butcher
Judy and Michael Cheteyan
Clearview Federal Credit Union
Michael and Julie Dever
Jetfrey Eppinger

and Francesmary Modugno
First National Bank of Pennsylvania
Google
Graystone Consulting
Dale and Susanne Hershey
Richard and Margaret Kotermanski
Dan and Stacy Krauth
Thomas and Beth Lagnese
Leech Tishman Fuscaldo & Lampl
Medtronic
Mark and Jane Mendlow
Jeffrey Mensch
The Moose Family
Wendelynne Newton

and Robert Metcalfe
Stephanie and Romel Nicholas
Nike
PNC Financial Services Group
Bruce and Holly Rudoy
John and Michele Sylvester
Kimberly Taylor and Stephanie Bucklew
Judy and Thomas Thompson

Bonnie and Thomas VanKirk
Jeffrey and Suzanne Watters
Bruce and Barbara Wiegand

Gifts of $1,000-51,999

James Anderson

and Katherine Brownlee
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Association of Corporate Counsel
Mackenzie Baird and Chris Reinard
Ann Begler
Diane Berman
Thomas Birsic
James Blaugrund and Shelly McQuone
Vicky and Mark Brilmyer
Jonathan and Lisa Budd
Ceeva
Centimark Corporation
David and Meredith Cohen
Kevin Colosimo
Martin and Gretchen Connelly
Alison and Matthew Culyba
Dentons Cohen & Grigsby
Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote
Anthony and Jill DiPasquale
Caryn Rubinoff and Craig Dunham
Enscoe Long Insurance Group
Mary Ferris
Wayne and Catherine Gerhold
Marcia and David Gordon



Q Gifts of $1,000-$1,999

Laura and Jack Grater

Brenda Gregg

Rob and Deborah Guild

Matthew and Claire Hamilton

Diane and Gerald Holder

Scott and Teofila Hollander

James Keller and Mary Ellen Hoy

Lawrence and Lynn Lebowitz

Anthony Leone

Emily Lyons and Ryan Snyder

Maher Duessel

Kevin and Dana Marraccini

Patrick and Karen McElhinny

Herbert Morse

Keith and Kristen Overstreet

Ruth Perelson

Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick
& Raspanti

Pierce and Karen Richardson

Jay Roberts

Vivian Sabatini

Anne Shaheen and Randy Tracht

Cynthia and David Shapira

Todd and Jackie Simakas

Prudence Sloan

Solutions 21

Staley Capital Advisers

John and Christian Stampfel

Kay Stonemetz and Thomas Putinsky

Sarah Storck
Strategic Retirement Partners

The Wilson Group
Mike and Kiya Tomlin
Treasure Hunt
Jeffrey Upperman

and Bevanne Bean-Mayberry
Mark and Robin Wallace
Michael and Kristin Wessell
William White
Michael Yoon
Zimmer Kunz

Gifts of $500-5999

Moira and Ronald Aulbach
Bank of New York Mellon
Barasch & McGarry

Kelly Belovesick Kleinberg
William Bevan

Broadridge

James and Noel Browne
David and Susan Brownlee
Eleanor Bush and Jonathan Cox
Mackenzie Carey

Spring Cassidy

Floyd and Tera Clutter
Charles Cohen

Nicholas and Janine Colinear
Tim Coogan

Alisa Cook-Roehs

Danell Cooper

Julia Cornetti

James and Melanie Crockard



Q Gifts of $500-$999

Mark and Barbara DeWitt
Ronald Donatelli

Ethan Eade

Devon George

David Gould

Hadley and Scott Haas
Malcolm Harris and Amy Lipshie
Edward and Sarah Heres

Judith Yanowitz and Harry Hochheiser

Kenneth and Joan Horoho
Kevin Howard

Matthew Ittigson

Kane and Kristin Kiester
Olivia Kohnfelder

Jeff Kridler

Jetfrey and Roberta Letwin
Sarah Lewensohn

Deborabh Little

Joseph Lynch and Susan Dunlap
Mark and Alice Mahler

Jami Marlowe

R. Jeffrey and Susan McGeary
Susan McNamara

Robert and Judi Miller

Perry Napolitano

Matthew and Donielle Neal
Bryan Opalko

Craig and Susan Prokopchak
Scott Schober

Sean and Amy Sebastian
Joseph and Wendy Skalniak

Peter and Susan Smerd
Lauren Smith

John and Karen Staley
David and Cynthia Stanchak
Michael and Suzanne Steger
Kimberly Stenzel

Sharon Sweeney and Stephen Trunick

Richard Tencza

Stefanie and Darren Traub
Kathryn Vargas

Lu-in Wang and David Herring
Michael Weise-King

Beverly Weiss-Manne

Tom and Carolyn Welshonce

Gifts of $250-$499

Dolores and John Alioto
Rachel and Brian Allen
Donald W. and Phyllis Beck
George Bradley

Charles and Jill Brodbeck
Kimberly Brown

Matthew Byers

Douglas and Susan Carlson
Julianne and Larry Carlson
Sheldon Catz

Ryan Cerbus

Thomas Chang and Joan Vondra
Gene Clapp

Robert and LuAnn Cottington
William Dagan



Q Gifts of $250-$499

James and Sandy D'Amico
Dara DeCourcy

Mary Denison

Kelly Doyle

Mary Ann Dunham and Robert Aber

Edward and Connie Engler
FedExGround

Robert and Patricia Forte
Jennifer Gardner

Howard Goldberg

Garth and Julia Graeper

Charles Harris and Darlene Nowak

Edward Hobart

Austen Holmes

John Houston

Tiffany Jenca

Thomas Joseph

Paxson and Tanie Kabala
Edward Kenawell

Elizabeth Kreitler

Justin Lauver

Katelyn Lesk

Katie and David Lintner
Jeffrey Lowden

Loreta Matheo

Jetfrey and Beth McCormick
Julie and David McCulloch
Susan McGivern

Ann McGuinn

Jane Merrifield

Joan Miles and Clifford Bob

Angelo Montanaro
Anthony Morris
Brian Novosel
Colleen O'Neill
Russell and Suzanne Orkin
Kristen and Gino Ornato
Charles and Deborah Pascarella
Diane Perer
Thomas Peterson
Mark Phillis
Chandler Pierce
Prime Communications
Bert and Susan Rockman
Anne Ronce
Steven and Joy Roth
Melaine Rothey

and Gretchen Schumacher
Gary and Dode Scheimer
Darlene Schiller
Alecia Shepard
Kenneth Siegel
Adele Speers
Julia Stone
Nadia Sundlass and Tom Pearce
Vanguard
Wabtec Corporation
Steven and Susan Wagner
Thomas and Caroline Wentling
Howard and Mary Wolf
Thomas and Yi Wright
Robert Zafaras



Gifts of $100-$249

Peter Altieri

John and Nancy Artz
Cynthia and Arthur Baldwin
Fran and Thomas Barclay
Alexander Bell

Scott Bell

Bernadette Bellas

Evan and Lauren Bloch
Jason and Jackie Blough
Daniel Blumenthal

Kacie Boen

Lisa Bookman and Michael Moore
Scott and Lynn Booth
Debbie Brletic

Charles Brown
Montgomery Brown
Sandra Budd and Rafael Engel
Barbara and David Burstin
Joyce Carlin

John and Christine Chapas
Herbert and Susan Cohen
Judy and Ira Cohen

Joseph Crumb

Joyce Culyba

Daniel and Sheila Cusick
Lisa Czar

Emily D'Amico

Howard Davis

Paul and Robyn Del Vecchio
Trina DeMarco Preffer
Guanxiong Ding

Les and Krista Duncan
Christopher Elnicki
James English
Peter Ennis and Laura Ellman
Susan Evanchak
Eugene and Roz Feingold
Robert and Cynthia Feldman
Jeff Fletcher and Tara Hamilton
Kristin Flory and Mike Duca
Tara Flynn
Ken Frankel
Paul and Marty Franklin
Kirk Friedman
Kenneth and Laura Gormley
Susan and William Graeper
Diane Gruseck
Carey Harris and John Werling
Susan Hartman
Ed Henry
Bruce Herschlag
Ruth Hrehocik
Alexandra Jakucewicz
Joshua Karelitz
Tom and Pam Keeler
Scherazade King
David and Catherine Klaber
Kristin Klingenberg

and Thaddeus Merriman
Karen Koskoff
Jessica Ann Kovacs
Carl Krasik
David and Diane Lassman
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Debra Leahy
Stanley and Nancy Lehman
Richard and Lynn Lipovich

Michael and Andrea Lowenstein

Stuart and Kathy Lumsden
Michael Lynch

Neysa and Mark Maisel
Stacy Marinos

Mary McGurk Scalercio
M. Ursula McKenzie
Tiffany Mikesic

Laura Miller

Lisa Morris

Thomas and Constance Murray
Mark Nahorski

Mark and Alita Naylor
Lynley Noviello

Andrea and Kevin Noyes
Jennifer Olsen

Erika Orris

Bryan Patton

Dolores Patton

William Patton

Yolanda Pavloff

Steven and Cynthia Perry
Laurence Plotkin

Maria Poremski

Robert and Janet Racko
Samir Ramakrishna
Rebecca Reyelt

Andrea Francioni Rooney

and Todd Rooney
Gretchen Ross
Gerald and Marcia Rubenstein
Brian Ruttenberg
Nancy and Doug Sansom
Jonathan and Veronica Schmerling
David Scotti
Stevie and William Sheridan
Deirdre Shope
Douglas and Katherine Simmons
Eileen and Joseph Sisca
Kevin and Lori Smith
Russell and Stephanie Smith
Ruth Snyder
Gerri Sperling and David Slesnick
John Stember
Rob and Andrea Stiegel
Gary and Suzanne Stone
Michael and Beth Stone
Edwin and Mona Strassburger
Stryker
Shelia Sweeney
Vincent Takas
Mary Ellen Tesla
Robert Thaw

and Barbara Cooley Thaw
Matthew Thompson
John Timney
Kier Tinker
Linda Unger and Jeffrey Blumenthal
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Gifts of $100-$249

Greg Vose
Michael and Amanda Wahlen
Dodi Walker Gross
and Daniel Edelstone
Kathleen Wallace
Richard Warburton
Howard Wein
Jeffrey and Debbie Welshonce
Robin Wertkin
Adam Wicks
Tamila Wolf
Patty Yerina
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Mark and Sharon Ackerman
Altria

James Arthur

Joseph and Jessica Balestrino
Adrienne Bell

Brianna Bell

Jennifer Beveridge

Richard and Faye Bishop
Michael Borowy

Kristen and Michael Burke
Jess Butterbaugh

Jon Capar

Leila Carbonell

Emily Carlson

Susan Carlson

Barbara Carney

Deborah Comay
Benjamin Cook
Jacob D'Amico
Carole Demas
Joseph Devich
Michael and Sara Alexia Dolan
Barbara Dudek
Duquesne Light
Grant Eisel
J. Alan English
Char Fallen
Mark Fallone
Jennifer Favorite
Tony and Annette Ferrieri
James Fogarty
Ellen Teri Kaplan
and Michael Goldstein
Barbra and David Gregory
Jetfrey Griggs
Elizabeth Grossheim
Cara Group
Joseph Hadobas
Jetf Hartzell
Nancy Hazlett
Charlie and Carole Henderson
Dennis and Kristine Henley
Lisa Herbert-Dunbar
Sara Herchko
Geoff Hilsabeck
Karen Hirten
Marty and Noriko Hoffman
Pam Jasiewicz
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Robert Johnston
Shelby Kalchthaler
Katie Kauachi
Cynthia Kaufold

Ellen and Jack Kessler

Arielle Kroser
Joseph and Angela Leibowicz
Joan Levy
Kristen Lewandowski
Lisa Loren
Kenneth Lund
Deborah and Charles Mahoney
Patricia Marino
Kevin and Jessi Marsh
Vanessa May
Jennifer McGarrity

and Matthew Shames
Fredi and Monroe Miller
Shirley Milliern
Kennedy Murphy
Joy Myers
Mendy Nestor
Mary Olsson
Anne O'Neil-Henry

and Nathan Hensley
Connor Pasquarell;
Kathy and Alan Pattak
Stephen Pierce
Tim Post
Doug and Jan Ripper

Thomas Rocco

Kimberly Rothwell

Angelica Shepard

Joseph and Cindy Sieber
Tonya and Park Smith

Luke Sossi

Roque Soto Castaneda
Marcia Stewart

Erica Strauss

Frank and Elizabeth Suatoni
Lisa Summe

Kimberley Swan-Fugaban
Anthony and Mary Sue Terranova
William and Susan Thompkins
Travelers

Jan Upton-Lloyd

John Valantassis

William Veenis

Thomas Vesch

Melissa Walker

Mackenzie Wallace

Scott Ward

Alice Weissmann

Mark Weldon

Bradley Woodman

Marcia Wratcher




